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HY on earth should museums
i:?"l visitors what thaeir culture

NG, honestly. Musewms pre
Ao0tial hubs, They could be a é’;ﬁ’{fﬁﬂ"
O commiunities to angage with and
COntriite ta,

Mationsd musewTs do this by ANOENCing
exhibitkens that tell wisitons what is
mparant But loecal gallanes have a BTEanes
Pl lege — thay can sk what 18
IMpOreant. Andg that is what's
happening af Cliftan Park
Musaum, in 8 projocs

Ehat has let

Rotharhem s own

desrupt what a

LIS can b,

“| often waork
with
cammunithas ®
sald fead
coffaborator and
artsst Pigoa Hale,
“hind they often
participats by being
in i{ o making soma of

L. But it's alwiys Bbaut

I:||'I||..~E|||1'E my idaa,
“Cadlture i=n't something

done to people, they are the culture,

50 — how do we maka soimething togather?"

A5 B cOnemparary artst, Pippa's work
hixs focusad on the sockal histary and
gebgraphy of whens dhe works, and in her
DN WOnds 5ByE She SeEks fo “close the
BBp" bétwoan past and presont,

Pippa was commizsioned by Rotherham's
Heritage Services to relntenpret Ciifon
Park's existing colfection, With support from
Ratherham Opan Arts Renaissance (ROAR)
and funding by Arts Council England, she
wi s tasken with finding néw ways 1o
connect it 1o Rotharham's people,

Her selution was not totell Rotherharm
what RS histony was, but to ask Rotherham
i=elf,

She didn't hava to walk far to ask sither —
the sujacts she chose wers three of Clifton
Park’s own front-of-house staff,

Thi peaple she entrustad the pmject’s
wvision to wers in plain sight Angle and Zahld
from visitor axperience. and Dean from the
kitchadn, These would be the brains behind
what would be called the Revealed Roots
and Concealed Connections axhibibon,

“Thvey ware all & (e bit terrified,” sald
Pippa. = think ey thought | wauld nave
them palntng.

“Hut wa started with & tour amund the
collaction, and ean shared how éven

he worked there he hasn't been

around the museum since he was & child,
And hane Anghe snd Zahid v i the full
ViSOr Exparience. i
“The Clifton Park collection |s really
enocathe of kooal galleries — in that it's a
mad mix of paintings, sculpiures, joumnals,
tos,,. How on earth do you mahe that
relevant to Rotherham people today?”

The was 1o ashk Angia, Dean and
Zahid to ook at the collection with frash
eyed and use its pleces to explore
Ratherharm threugh their own aiperences,
To focus her three Rotharham subjects, she
asked them wiat meant the most to tham.

Thi angwars were fresh, striking and very,
véry Rotharham.,

Deog-lorvar Angse struck upon a Me-size
painting of Yorkshine®s famed leahisn
‘Walker, with the house that would be Clifton
Park Musewm off in the distance. And he
was posing with hés hunting spanied,

50 Pippa and Anghe tracked down (ha
Spat Mr Waltker stocd In — and imited
Rotherham's dog walking community to get
Invedvad. Now, dorens of portraits have

beon.snapped of the community in the
S0ME Spot 10 sEnd alongaids the historia
painting. And because dogs aran't allowsd
Insicfe Clifton Park, & dozen of tha picturas

VER, TR SERFEATGR 2 feid
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“[ often work with
S 8 communities, and they
8 ofilen participate by
being in it or making
some of it. Butit's
always about delivering
my idea.™
— LEAD COLLABORATOR AND ARTIST
PIPPA HALE

are tasion In e Shartyard inshead &5
wRlkBeE can engy Them tog,

Zahidd's passion for Rothorham United
was pmirad with & weath of phoiog of Hho
wirkforce from tha town's histonc Guase
and Chrimees, A video of the men ladring the
factery at closing time in 1901 & pairgg
with thee United team leaving the tunnel at
MEICH timse iy 2019, The toam phota of the
present day squad is mirmred in g Siriking.
phoeo af ihe factony's workars,

And Doan Brought in his mest prizsd
PoaSEsson — & ship in 8 batlls from Fils
fian. He dehed and found dazens of
Foumats and storles of seataring woyages
taken by Adtherham'a people, WMo cne
WIMBN'S Eped 50 10 Mew Toatand i the
LS cantury, Thess his been Brought '
il by mioea FERdirgs By thee Clilwen Poak s

s, mabdng an audio shibiticn palred
WIAH T CoMECTI'S many paimings of
shnips.

s the Daginning of & Fnnery Tor thie
fufum,  sail PIippa. “Asking comemnitiss,
wital thery wald Nk to se8 Brd winat atories
are thay telling. And what stores they atan't
telling as wedl. Last year, Black Lives biater
dde us Quastion wise sIores aren' we
tedling as much as those we are,

“There is a definiie shift happening.
Engagement needs to be at the com of wiaet
museums oo, right at the outsal

*RBedberham Herltage Services as been
radlly branse — Invitlngl peopbe to come in amd
disrupt everything, 1o ask winy things age
dona that way, Lo really challenge
enveryining.

“Would you get thist in a blg Londan-
based museum? Regonal musedms
perhaps have that freadom and &
rasponsinility v serve local geople.”

The exhibitions by Angle, Zahid and Dean
will e mt THEYSN Park wnal
Februany B, 2022, but it
Wil evalve | that
irne, They wank b
grow the
exhihition
fubrkhvar, o
plam is 1o find
Thving farmes
warkers of
G'-.Ha_-.sl. and
Chrkms and
o hear thelrs

- Blories.
Anothar is to
sCord paople's
medem-day ship
NOWBEES 10 add to
Byn;];n'ﬁ exhibit,

nding in mare and
miare of _HDI.I"EI'!‘E:-]m'E slune&.gt'lll'l.nn Park’
MW exhibit can really be one whare jts
Community decided what was impartant —
and maybe all regional museums should
Lake that same step,

‘Culture

1sn’t something done
to people, they are the

culture’

ALISTAIR ULKE talks to artist Pippa Hale about the Revealed
Eoots and Concealed Connections exhibition at Clifton Park Museum

CONTACT:
Email: PippaBpip
panale.com
';'I'Ebsl‘tﬁ! Pippahale.com
Nstagram: @pippahale

Youtube: hitps: /7 fwwiw PRI
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Facebook: eliftonparkmusaum




